ACS 2005-2009 5-Year Summary File User’s Guide Supplement for betaDataFerrett
October 2011
This supplement provides basic information for accessing the ACS 2005-2009 5-year summary file data, and for creating a user defined extract.   For more information on step-by-step functionality in accessing and creating extracts of the ACS 5-year summary file data, see the Hands On tutorial under the “Tutorials” link on the DataFerrett home page.
NOTE:  For additional information click here Important Features and Limitations of the Current Release of the ACS 2005-2009 Summary File. 
I. ACS Data Organization in DataFerrett:  Click on the “plus” sign next to the American Community Survey folder in the Data Tree in the left hand menu bar as shown below:
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Continue clicking on the “plus” sign next to Summarized Data in the DataTree until you have opened the 5-year Summary File data as shown below:
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II. Unique Geography Issues

a. Selectable geography requirement (Census defined geographic areas)
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b. Geography Components (Census defined geographic summary levels)

i. Components are attributes of Census geography summary levels, for example, a user can limit the universe to the urban parts of a state by selecting the “01” component.
ii. The “00” component is the default value, representing all of the geographic area(s) initially selected
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c. Geographic Summary Levels:  There are 23 types of geography (aka “summary levels”)  currently available down to Block Group .  Other summary levels will be added in later releases.
III. Table 1  Geographic Summary Levels in this release

	Type of Geographic Area - Code1,4
	Type of Geographic Area - Description
	Thematic Mapping available?2,3
	Components    (see Appendix F of the ACS Summary File Tech Doc for details)

	10
	United States
	No
	All

	20
	Regions
	No
	All

	30
	Divisions
	No
	All

	40
	States
	Yes (within U.S.)
	All

	50
	Counties
	Yes (within state and U.S.)
	No

	60
	County Subdivisions
	Yes (within county and state)
	No

	140
	Census Tracts
	Yes (within county and state)
	No

	150
	Census Block Groups
	Yes (within tract and county)
	No

	160
	Places
	Yes (within state)
	No

	250
	American Indian Area/Alaska Native Area/Hawaiian Home Land 
	Yes (within U.S.)
	No

	310
	Metropolitan Statistical Area/Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Yes (within U.S.)
	No

	311
	Metropolitan Statistical Area/Micropolitan Statistical Area-State
	Yes (within state and  U.S.)
	No

	330
	Combined Statistical Area 
	Yes (within U.S.)
	No

	331
	Combined Statistical Area-State
	Yes (within state and U.S.)
	No

	350
	New England City and Town Area 
	Yes (within U.S.)
	No

	500
	Congressional Districts - 111th
	Yes (within state and U.S.)
	No

	510
	Congressional Districts - 111th - County
	Yes (within state)
	No

	610
	State-State Legislative District (Upper Chamber) 
	Yes (within state)
	No

	620
	State-State Legislative District (Lower Chamber) 
	Yes (within state)
	No

	795
	Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs)
	Yes (within state and U.S.)
	No

	950
	Elementary School Districts
	Yes (within state)
	No

	960
	Secondary School Districts
	Yes (within state)
	No

	970
	Unified School Districts
	Yes (within state)
	No

	NOTES:
1. The Census Bureau publishes 2005-2009 5-year estimates for many types of geographic areas (aka "geographic summary levels").  Many, but not all of these types of geographic areas are available in DataFerrett.  Over time, the remaining types of geographic areas will be added to DataFerrett.
2. DataFerrett allows the user to create a map showing the distribution of values for any characteristic that can be represented in a column of a DataFerrett table for any type of geographic area which permits mapping (i.e., "Yes" in this column for the geographic area type).
3. Instructions for creating thematic maps in DataFerrett can be found in Chapter 14 of the User Guide, "Making a Map". (url: http://www.thedataweb.org/support/user/chapter14.html )


IV. ACS 5-year Summary File Data Extracts

The first image below shows possible settings for a user extract request (the request must be run in “batch mode”).  This image is followed by four other images, each triggered by the user’s request exceeding some extract size threshold.

a. Batch mode only
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b. Limited to a specific number of variables
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c. Limited to a specific number of geographic areas
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d. Limited if too many total cells are selected – must reduce the number of rows and/or columns
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e. If the file selected for the extract is very large, the user is prompted to select a file compression method from the methods available in the Download window (see image a. above)
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After clicking on “Get Extract” the message “Please Wait.. Processing your Request” will appear for a few seconds followed by this pop-up.
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Soon you should receive an email message from “support@thedataweb.org” stating that your extract has been created and is ready to be downloaded to your computer.   If you do not see this message within a few minutes, check your “Spam” or “Junk” email folder.   Clicking on the url in that message will take you to the extract page.  

V. Creating a Table in the Make-a-Table window of DataFerrett for ACS 5-year Summary File Data
Because DataFerrett  treats the MOEs as attributes of estimates and not as independent variables to be added to the data basket, the behavior of user-defined tables in the Make-a-Table window has changed.  There is no change in the way a user defines (lays out) a table.  However, there are some changes to the Options menu for this window.  Here is what the Options menu looks like after a basic table has been defined and populated with data:
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If the user turns on the “Margin of Error – 90% Confidence Level” Variances option, the table will be re-displayed with the 90% MOEs in parentheses after the estimates (in the same table cell) as shown below.
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If, while the Variances option is on,  the user turns on the “Automatic Totals” option and populates a table, this message will appear if the user does not include the “Total:” cell of a table.  The message appears because DataFerrett actually calculates an approximation of the variance (MOE) under these circumstances.
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Double-click on “Needs to be selected” to go to next screen.





Double-click on “Default value selected for you” to go to next screen.





Two choices for including the MOEs: 


As a separate file


In the same file with the estimates, interleaved (MOE column follows each estimate column)





Check this box to tell DataFerrett that you want the MOEs included in the extract.





This is a new option for the ACS Summary File data.  





This option is off by default for the ACS Summary File data.  So, Total columns and rows will not be automatically computed.
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