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Hands-on Exercise Using DataFerrett 

Census 2000 

Summary File 3
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U.S. Census Bureau

DataFerrett Help

http://www.thedataweb.org/

1-866-437-0171 (toll free)

dsd_ferrett@census.gov

Question:  What is the number of children under 18 below the poverty level in each county in California?
	Step1: Select Dataset & Variable tab
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Select the Step 1 Select Dataset & Variables tab.














2. Click on the Empty DataBasket button    [image: image2.png]



3. Click on the plus sign next to the Decennial Census of Population and Housing folder.
4. Click on the plus sign next to the Summary File 3 folder.
5. Click on the plus sign next to the 2000 folder.
6. Click once on the second Summary File 3 folder to highlight it.
7. Go to the search field near the top and type in poverty then hit the Search button to the right.
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Your result set will contain a large number of variables. See the next page for an image. 
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You are able to move the columns in your result window by clicking in the heading and dragging the columns. In this result set, we will want to use the bottom scroll bar to slide to the right to view the variable names and labels.
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Slide scroll bar to right to view Names and Labels.
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Highlight the variables named P087001 to P087006.
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Once you highlight a variable the Browse / Select Highlighted Variables button becomes active. 


3.   Click the Browse / Select Highlighted Variables button as shown above.

Note: You can also double click on a variable to pop up the Browse Variable window.
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Selecting the Browse/Select Highlighted Variables button will open a new window that allows you to browse variable descriptions for all items that you selected in the Select Dataset & Variables tab. This is also called the Codebook. This window also allows you to select the variables that you want to be put into your DataBasket.

1. 
Click the box marked Select ALL variables
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2.  
Click OK.



You will receive a warning message that this dataset has variables whose selection is required.  Click the OK.
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Now you are shown the search result window with a new section labeled REQUIRED VARIABLES.
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1.
Double Click  the  on the required Geography variable (shown above).

2.
The Select Geography Codebook window opens.


3.
Click on the geographic unit that you want to show in your table. Select FIPS County Code, then hit the Next button

4. Select the FIPS State Code and hit the Next button.  This will bring back a list of all states to pick counties from.


5. Select California and hit the Next button. This Adds California to your selected list.  Hit the Next button again if you do not want to get counties from any other states. This returns a list of all the counties in the selected state(s).


6. Click on the Select All at top of the list and hit the Next button. This adds all of the counties to the  COUNTY Selected list on the right.  

7. Click on the Finish button at the bottom right to complete your geography selection.

	STEP 2: Data Shopping Basket/Download/Make A Table 


1.
Click the STEP 2: Data Shopping Basket / Download / Make A Table tab
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	STEP 3: Download / Make a Table
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1. Click on the Make A Table button
Make a table.








2. Drag the GEOG FIPS County Code variable to the R2,C1 cell to define the rows.

3. Drag all the other variables,  P087001 to P087006 onto the table to define the columns. This can be done either one variable at a time, or all at once.  To drop all six variables at once, highlight the first one (P087001), then hold down the Shift key and click and hold on the last one (P087006) and drag to the R1,C2 cell.  The variables will each go into a separate column in order.

4. Click the GO Get Data button on the menu bar
The table will be populated with data.  We can now use the spreadsheet to sum the total number of children under 18 that are below the poverty level.  

1. Highlight the first blank column, C8, by clicking once in the gray column heading. 

2. In the formula bar, enter =SUM(c4:c7) or =SUM(c4,c5,c6,c7) and hit the enter key.
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3. Enter a column heading by clicking in the R1,C8 cell and typing Total Under 18 in Poverty
Make a Map

You can create a thematic map (chloropleth) of any column in the table we created.  Usually columns showing percentages make better thematic maps.  We can either create our own percent columns using a formula, or we can use the standard percent buttons in the toolbar (calculate percent of first data column, percent of first data row, or percent of first data cell).  

1. Click on the Show % of first data column button.
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2. Highlight all of the cells in C8 by clicking and dragging the mouse down the entire column.

3. Hit the map button in the toolbar.
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	DataFerrett Resources


Accessing the DataFerrett Software

Go to http://dataferrett.census.gov/ and then click on the “BetaDataFerrett” link in the right hand column to access the applet.

DataFerrett Help Desk

For technical assistance in using DataFerrett, you can call the help desk toll-free at 1-866-437-0171.  

The help desk can assist you with issues concerning the use of the DataFerrett software, but not with questions regarding the subject matter contained in the datasets.  The help desk can, however, usually direct you to the appropriate subject matter experts.
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